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1.0 Chairman’s Message 
 
Dear Members, 
 
As detailed below, it has been a fairly busy period for the Executive and one which 
has provided a few surprising outcomes. In particular, the excellent turnout for the 
W.J. Emmerson Specialist Conference indicates the path which the Valuer General 
and MGV have been taking – of developing specialist papers and protocols for these 
valuations, aligns with member needs. 
 
Following on from this we ran our first ‘table’ at the Young Valuers Group Careers 
Expo and I know that both Russell and Dave were heartened by the number of 
attendees and level of interest in our area of the profession. This accords with the 
solid number of applicants for membership to the Group and augers well for our 
future – no matter the RAV outcome. 
 
On that note, we have finally been provided with the legislative detail and, in addition 
to the summary below, Chris Cantor (Maddocks Lawyers) will be focussing on this at 
the Country Conference on 8th & 9th October. We will also be delivering the last 
tranche of Guideline Papers, so I recommend that you get down to Torquay. 
 
Finally, I can only wish all of you a happy “3A” season – they are a joy !!! 
 
cheers 
 
Brendan Sheales 
Chairman 2009/2010. 
Municipal Group of Valuers  
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2.0 Rating Authority Valuations – VGV Discussion Paper released December 2008 – 
update 

 
The most significant changes to the paper released in December 2008 revolves around each 
Council having the option to retain the Valuation process at Council level or to “nominate”  
and have the VGV manage the valuations for the Council rather than the VGV compulsorily 
taking the process across the state. 
 
The Valuation of Land Amendment Bill 2009 was introduced to Parliament for the first 
reading on the 1st of September, 2nd reading (i.e. Bill presented) on 2nd September with 
debate apparently deferred until 16 Sept 2009. 
 
The Valuation of Land Amendment Bill 2009 has been circulated to group members via email 
on Friday 4th September 
  
Some basic points for noting: 

·  s2 expected operation of amended act by  1/5/2010 
 
·  Clause 30 provides a transitional provision for s10. s34 Council would need to 

nominate by 30/9/2010 if it wants VGV to do the 2012 reval 
 

·  s5 VGV required to establish & maintain data base and make parts publicly available 
(for a fee)  

 
·  s10 Council can choose to nominate VGV as valuation authority   

                      
  
The Bill awaits debate and vote to establish if the Government has the numbers to adopt it as 
legislation.  
 
 
 
 
3.0 MGV -W.J. Emmerson Revaluation Conference 2009 
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Over 100 members attended the MGV -W.J.Emmerson Revaluation Conference 2009 held at 
The City of Whittlesea on Wednesday 12th August 2009. Interest was high and the quality of 
speakers kept the attention of the group including Robert Marsh (VGV),Bob Butterworth         
(Caravan Parks), Paul Byrne (Growth Area Authority / Infrastructure Contribution), Chris 
Torr (Quarries), David Mckenzie (Water Rights), Stephen Thomas (Shopping Centres) and 
Stephen Jarvis (Deputy VGV). 
 
The MGV also had the honour of a few anecdotes from the life member Bill Emmerson 
whose contributions and enthusiasm created this conference many years ago, and 
appropriately adopts his namesake in recognition. 
 
 

4.0 Treasurers Report 
 
Open balance     1/7/2009  $45,722.41 
Income       $ 2,460.39 
Expenses        $    424.20 
Close balance 31/7/2009  $47,758.60 
 
Please note MGV change of postal address as follows: 
  
Treasurer MGV 
C/- Australian Property Institute 
10 Beach Street 
Port Melbourne  VIC  3207 
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5.0 State Revenue Office Sub Committee 
 
5.1 Task Force 
 
A task force has been formed to collate strengths, weaknesses, issues and concerns 
experienced for this land tax objection period with a view to conveying these to the State 
Revenue Office for consideration together with any recommended suggestions. 
 
This is an encouraged process as a result of the legislative changes that allow objection to site 
values on land tax notices when the assessments are issued. It is anticipated that the feedback 
will contribute to continued and improved dealings with customers. 
 
Reminder to please forward any feedback to the committee by 18/9/09. 
 
The committee comprises: Brett Reed, Russell Anthony, Pauline Lawson and David Corrigan 
(corrdr@mornpen.vic.gov.au) 
 
 
5.2 Lodgement of Objections timeframes for SRO 
 

·  Section18 of the VLA required an objection to be lodged "within 2 months after the 
notice" is given. 

·  This refers to the notice of the valuation or any other notice issues by another rating 
authority included Land Tax Notices issued by SRO.  

·  The VGV suggests that an extra 5 days should be allowed for mailing to enable the 
notice to be "given" to the ratepayer. 

·  VGV policy is that any recommendation notices received that are not within  
in this timeframe will be returned to valuers/councils as not able to be processed 
within the terms of the VLA. 

·  Date of notice for land tax refers to the date of the Land Tax Notice and should be 
supplied to Councils by SRO. 

·  The VGV cannot process any recommendations that the Councils submit that is 
outside the timeframes of section 18. 

 
6.0 Careers Expo 2009 
 
This annual event was hosted by the Young Property Group. It was well attended by students 
(estimated 100 attendees). The purpose is to provide career information and assist young 
valuers progressing through the course. There were 10 stands present including the 
VGV,API,MGV,M3 Property, Marketline Opteon ,and Urbis to name a few. Our stand was 
represented by Russell Anthony and David Corrigan and was considered a worthwhile event 
for the MGV to participate in. 
 

 



 

 The Journal – Municipal Group of Valuers August 2009 

7.0 Executive Committee  2009/2010 
 
Chairman    Brendan Sheales 
Senior Vice Chairman   Pauline Lawson 
Junior Vice Chairman   Mark Sanderson 
Treasurer    Peter Kemm 
Editor     David Corrigan 
Country Representative    Wayne Forbes 
Committee Person   Brett Reed 
Committee Person   Rodney Patel 
Committee Person   Lauren Watson 
Committee Person   Chris Barrett 
Committee Person                                    Ken Flude 
Immediate Past Chairman  Russell Anthony 
 
 

 
Pictured:Standing,D.Corrigan,K.Flude,P.Kemm,P.Lawson,C.Barrett,L.Watson,M.Sanderson 
Seated, R.Anthony,B.Sheales(Chairman 09/10),W.Forbes 
Missing: B Reed,R.Patel 
 
8.0 New Member Applications 
 

 
Name 

 

 
Place of Employment 

Mark Harmer Westlink Consulting 
Paul Farrelly Westlink Consulting 
Sam Allsop Westlink Consulting 
Jarrod Hay Landlink Opteon 

Laura Roberts Eagan National Valuers/QV Australia 
Jonathan Hollows QV Australia 

Chris Cantor ( Corporate membership) Maddocks 
Abby Lynn CJA Lee - Traralgon 

Stephen Davey Landlink Opteon 
Patrick McNulty City of Stonnington 

Me Ling Tan Matheson Stephen Valuations 
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9.0 On the grapevine 
 
Frank and Angie Cabone : Congratulations to Frank and Angie Cabone with the new health 
arrival of Anthony to their family 
 
8.0 Forthcoming Events: 
 
Annual Country Conference 
 
When:  8th & 9th October 2009 
Where: Peppers The Sands Resort 

2 Sands Boulevard, 
Torquay, 3228, VIC, 
Australia  

Phone +61 3 5264 3333 
 
 
 
Editor Chairman Treasurer 
David Corrigan 
5950 1090 
corrdr@mornpen.vic.gov.au 

Brendan Sheales 
(03) 9416 2800 
brendans@westlinkconsulting.com.au 

Peter Kemm 
 
Peter.kemm@banule.vic.gov.au 

 


